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Have you served up snake for dinner lately? 
If you plan to in the near future, your child 
can advise on how to cut the snake so that 
each person gets exactly half of the color 
they represent!  If you’re scratching your 
head in confusion--this is an opportunity for 
your child to explain half fraction snakes to 
you!  (And better yet, to get that 
conversation about fractions going!  We use 
so many fractions in our kitchens, it’s a 
great place to explore how fractions work!) 

Students extended this 
work with fractions in 
their interactive math 
journals.  We talked 
about equal parts of 
shapes and learned how 
to divide shapes into 
equal shares and then 
were able to describe 
the shares using fraction 

words.  
 
Did you know that the Ecke family of 

Encinitas (the same Eckes our local YMCA 
is named for) popularized poinsettias as a 

winter holiday plant?  For many years, 
about 90% of all poinsettias came from their 
greenhouses right here in Encinitas! 
Students began learning about this unique 
flower last week, reading an article 
explaining its botany and historic roots.  And 
like they learned from studying Georgia 
O’Keeffe earlier in the year, they are looking 
closely and magnifying this flower in a piece 
of artwork to help others see the detail and 
experience the beauty of this unique and 
interesting plant! 
 
We finished our Henri Matisse paper cutting 
artwork.  We learned how Henri Matisse 

would cut out paper 
shapes to create art 
towards the end of his 
life when his health 
started to decline. 

We made musical 
instruments and 
used our scissors to 
try to have our 
audience “see” the 
music coming from 
our instruments. 
 
Thanks to all who came out to march in the 
Encinitas Parade last Saturday night.  The 
3rd graders sounded great on their 
recorders!!  What a great way to kick off the 
holiday season! 
 
 
 

 
"Nobody sees a flower really; it is so small. We haven't time, and to see takes time - like to have 

a friend takes time." ~ Georgia O'Keeffe 
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